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LEGAL MECHANISMS
AVAILABLE IN HUMAN
WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN

GUJARAT

This handout deals with:

1 the compensatory mechanisms
related to conflicts with
wildlife

2 the status of human wildlife
conflict in Gujarat.

3 various measures adopted
by the Gujarat state and the
Central government to address
the issue.

4 compensation measures and
how to file claims for the same.
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IS HUMAN-WILDLIFE
CONFLICT (HWCQC)?

Human wildlife conflict occurs when
“needs and requirements of wildlife

~dojyclel Aeny

impact negatively on the goals of
?Aaé gq humans or when the goals humans
negatively impact the needs of the

‘ . wildlife” . Human wildlife conflicts
Hlold Yol AHal deriydel UR) Aen IR

ool 8 IR Si dl ‘‘doydeioi]
ov3212lId] Al AIURISAIRA] Hiold A
U asiRIcHs 24242) Bedl s2 4421d1 d)
212 Hiold daRll doiYdol U2 aiSIRAHS

usually result in the loss of crops,
livestock, property and loss of human
lives. It also occurs when humans
are understood to have ‘deliberately’

. ) injured, abused or killed wildlife
AA42) Befl 52774 Hisld deiydet e

Hl2Ie419), UIs, S uguidel, 2iudl s

Hlold Ydotali ais2AletHi ulReA 8. Ag
@12 YRl ¢ial 89, ¥I2 Hiold dHal S
d¥all 2udlal dizadls s Hiell dlddal
ais2lleieli 5120 “‘gRiEnds’’ deriydeid]
€l12d s2dI, UdISld S2d1 S &l S=2dl
Hi2ol] AHveRl SNA @12 212 8.

because of actual or perceived threats

to themselves or their property.

a ues WIS s1AA (sueyl2l.), soicyl.2il. eiared, eidarer 0t Histd-deal et Aenf [SiaiRer 49t et 1 World Parks Congress (WPC), WPC Recommendations, Recommendation 20: Preventing and Mitigating Human-Wildlife
(¢-q0 23012 2003 ) http://www.iucn.org/themes/wcpa/wpc2003/pdfs/outputs/recommendations/approved/ Conflicts (8-17 Sept. 2003), http://www.iucn.org/themes/wcpa/wpc2003/pdfs/outputs/recommendations/approved/
english/html/r20.htm english/html/r20.htm
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4 https:/[forests.gujarat.gov.in/writereaddata/images/pdf/8_Asiatic-Lion-Conservation-Booklet.pdf

DO HWCS ARISE?

Studies have said that HWC arises due to the loss, degradation and
fragmentation of wildlife habitats.? Studies have also reason that human
wildlife conflicts arise near Protected Areas (National Parks, Wildlife
sanctuaries, Conservation reserves and Community Reserves), as these areas

are insufficient for the needs of the wildlife.3

OF HUMAN WILDLIFE
CONFLICT

As per Comptroller and Auditor General’s
report in 2017, it is estimated that nearly

400 people are killed annually in elephant
conflict related incidences in India and

they cause damages approximately up to
5,00,000 families through crop depredation.
It is also estimated that farmers in a bid to
remove ‘problem’ animals kill around 100
elephants due to retaliation. In Gujarat as per
government reports, conflicts arise between

lions, blue bull and wild boar.*

2 Comptroller and Auditor General Report No 6 of 2017

3 Madden, F. M. (2008). The growing conflict between humans and wildlife: law and policy as contributing and mitigating
factors. Journal of International Wildlife Law & Policy, 11(2-3), 189-206. ;0gra, M. V. (2008). Human-wildlife conflict
and gender in protected area borderlands: a case study of costs, perceptions, and vulnerabilities from Uttarakhand
(Uttaranchal), India. Geoforum, 39(3), 1408-1422.

4 https:/[forests.gujarat.gov.in/writereaddata/images/pdf/8_Asiatic-Lion-Conservation-Booklet.pdf
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ANIMAL DAMAGE WHEN WHERE

Tiger 98 deaths 1 April 2009 - 31 March 2017  India

Elephant 2804 deaths April 2009 - 31 March 2016 India

Lion 2023 deaths 2005-2009 Gujarat

Lion 1675 deaths 1986-2001 Gujarat
IS DONE

TO TACKLE HWC?

Due to the rising instances of HWC, the
MOEFCC and various state governments
have come up with schemes and

plan to remedy the situation. Actions
are taken to prevent HWC as well as
procedures have been set up to provide
compensation for the losses incurred
during a HWC. Following are a few
measures under the law and taken by

various authorities.
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Advisories

National Wildlife Action Plan
(2017-2031)

Augmentation of Fodder &
Water Scheme in Protected
Areas/Forest Areas

VanyaPranyaMitra under Asiatic
Lion landscape management in
Gujarat

AUTHORITY/LAW

MoEFCC under WLPA

MoEFCC under WLPA

MOoEFCC under Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and

Planning Authority

Gujarat Government

DETAILS

Provisions under the WLPA have been encouraged to be used by MOEFCC
through various circulars. For example, as in 2015 asks the states to form a
Human Wildlife Conflict Management strategy and plans for identified conflict
zones for quick response action. It lays down certain basic actions that could be
put in these plans. Amongst is that, local volunteers should be trained to handle

incidences of human wildlife conflict.

As per this, new institutions would be created for HWC mitigation.®

Few examples:-

e Centre for Excellence for HWC mitigation will be set up at the MOEFCC, which
would coordinate with the various State Forest Departments, local bodies,
scientific institutes and NGOs.

e Conflict Mitigation Squads in selected regions to train and enhance squads
for quick and effective response

e Primary Response Teams, consisting of local community persons who would be

selected through consultation with local bodies and public representatives

Under this augmentation of fodder and water sources are done for wild
herbivores within the Protected Area/Forests where degraded habitat is known

to be the cause of significant human wildlife conflict

Gujarat has a VanyaPraniMitra system where members of the local community
are appointed VanyaPraniMitra to monitor and mitigate situations of HWC and

help in checking the veracity of claim for damages and for assessing the damage.

5 As per information found on public domain, these institutions have not been formed yet
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HUNTING PERMITTED AS
A MEASURE TO CONTROL AND
MITIGATE HWC?

It can be permitted by the MOEFCC at the Centre or the Chief Wildlife Warden

at the State level. This can be done in the following instances:

* When it is satisfied that an animal specified in Schedule I, is dangerous to
human life or is disabled or diseased beyond recovery [Under Section 11 (1)
(a) of the WLPA]

* When it is satisfied that an animal specified in Schedule II-IV of the WLPA
becomes dangerous to human life or property (including standing crops
in any land) [Under Section 11 (1) (b)]. The Schedules in the WLPA lists the

various mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects etc.

WILD ANIMALS BEEN
DECLARED VERMIN?

Section 62 of WLPA empowers the central
government to declare by notification
wild animals to be vermin for specified
area and period. Declaring an animal
vermin implies that the wild animal can

be hunted. There have been instances
where animals have been declared vermin

address human wildlife conflicts:
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ANIMAL WHERE

Rhesus Parts of
Macaque Himachal
L Pradesh, not
applicable in
forest areas
Wild Pig Areas where
wild pig is
found in
Uttrakhand
Nilgai and Parts of Bihar
Wild pig

ISSUED FOR REASON

For a period of
one year from

24th May 2016

Issued on
3rd February 2016
for a period of

one year

Issued on
1st December, 2015
for a period of

one year

Damage to life and
property and large-scale

destruction of agriculture

Harm to life and property
including large scale

destruction of agriculture
due to overpopulation of
wild pigs in areas outside

forests

Harm to life and property
including large scale

destruction of agriculture
due to overpopulation of
Nilgai and wild pigs in areas

outside forests
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ANY PERSON BE
APPOINTED AS AN
HONORARY WILDLIFE
WARDEN?

The WLPA provides for the appointment of
Honorary Wildlife Wardens under Section 4

of the Act. Among other duties, Honorary
Wildlife Warden measures to deal with the
problem of damage by wild animals to life and
property, including assessment and payment of

compensation.

These Honorary Wildlife Wardens can be any
person who has a local standing, concern for
wildlife conservation, is not involved in any
activity detrimental to the interests of nature and
wildlife and has the capacity to help in the official

machinery.

The appointment is be made on the
recommendation of the Wildlife Advisory Board,
which is set up by the State governments under
the WLPA.

4
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Due to the rise in human wildlife conflict, the government has come up with

compensation measures to compensate for the damage that is incurred.

WHAT IS THE COMPENSATION AMOUNT
SET BY MOEFCC?

As per a circular [F.N0.14-2/2011 W-I (Pt-I)] issued on February 9th, 2018 by
the MOEFCC, the compensation amounts through central schemes in case of
human wildlife has been increased. Following is the compensation amounts
prescribed as per this circular. These amounts are guidelines to the states to
set similar amounts. The nature of damage caused has not been defined in

this document.

NATURE OF DAMAGE CAUSED AMOUNT

Death or permanent incapacitation to human beings Rs 5 lakh
Grievous injury Rs 2 lakh
Minor injury Cost of treatment upto

Rs. 25,000 per person

Loss of property/crops State/UT governments
may adhere to the cost
norms prescribed them
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IS THE PROCEDURE LAID DOWN
IN GUJARAT FOR OBTAINING
COMPENSATION?

A procedure is laid down to access compensation in case of human
wildlife conflict in Chhattisgarh, through various government orders.
Wildlife in this case means any animal specified in Schedule I to IV of
the WLPA. This includes, but is not limited to Lions, Tigers, Leopard,
Elephant, Crocodile, Sloth Bear, Indian Wolf, Wild Boar, Gaur and
Wild Dogs.

8
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FOLLOWING TABLE GIVES THE TYPE OF
DAMAGE CAUSED, THE AMOUNT THAT IS
GIVEN AS COMPENSATION IN GUJARAT,
THE AUTHORITY TO APPROACH AND THE
PROCEDURE

NATURE OF AMOUNT

ACTION

Death

Permanent
injury

Injury

Cattle
death,

if milk
giving
Cattle death
if not giving
milk

Cattle
death if
old and
stopped
giving milk

Calf

Rs. 1lakh

Rs. 10,000

Rs. 2,500

Rs. 5,000

Rs. 1,500

Rs. 1,000

Rs. 1,000

AUTHORITY
TO APPROACH

Range Officer,
Forest
Department

Range Officer,
Forest Depart-
ment

DETAILS TO
PROVIDE

Details of
injury,
identity
proof, copy
of ration
card

Type of cat-
tle, details of
injury/death,
location

PROCEDURE

Forest Section Officer
(FSO) examines the
application and also
collects the medical
certificate, certificate of
hospitalization, nature
of injury and presents
to the Deputy Conser-
vator of Forest (DCF).
The DCF gives order of
compensation.

The application is
scrutinized alongwith
site map, map of
incident location,
panchnama® by

the FSO and given

to the DCF

The order for
compensation is
given by the DCF.

6 Itis arecord of observation made and signed by a group of people. Usually it is done by a group of five or more people.
Including government officials, members of the local village council can strengthen a panchnama.



Hi2 yel ugem od] o AHIa UsIAI SAME PROCEDURE AS CATTLE

ol
dne (R ad s detiell agl) 31. 000 Bullock (2 years and above) Rs. 4,000
AN (R adell o) 31. 2,000 Bullock (less than 2 years) Rs. 2,000
ol R ay s2dl yg2 31. *,uU00 Buffalo, more than 2 years Rs. 2,500
¢l R ay s2dl el 31. ¢oo Buffalo, less than 2 years Rs. 800
g8l Aud) el 31. 4,000 Milk giving buffalo Rs. 5,000
cl=i (g8 ot Aud] el=1) 3l. q,400 Buffalo (not giving milk) Rs. 1,500
Gl S & desi €12 el Hzd| US| &1 31. 9,000 Buffalo which is old and about to die Rs. 1,000
ASE vis3) 3. ”RUo White goat Rs. 250
vis?l 3. 300 Goat Rs. 300
Gle 3I. 3uoo Camel Rs. 3,500
eNs) 3l. 3,000 Horse Rs. 3,000
SEN 3l. q,400 Donkey Rs. 1,500




2Auel uslal Hi2 sig A4y
a ANY TIME PRESCRIBED

Yolld sl 211Qd 87 FOR THE WHOLE PROCESS?
Budoe Hiféd] Hevot ol Not as per the available

information.

THERE ANY
MECHANISM IN CASE

ddide o HUg &l dali OF COMPENSATION
YIS SIg IdRelidd 92 NOT BEING RECEIVED?
HIBA) Yo o Not as per the available
e information

&



FANAMAT]

INNOVATIONS IN LEGAL EMPOWERMENT






