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LEGAL MECHANISMS
AVAILABLE IN HUMAN

WILDLIFE CONFLICT

This handout deals with:

1 the compensatory
mechanisms related to
conflicts with wildlife

2 the status of human wildlife
conflict in Chhattisgarh

3 various measures adopted by
Chhattisgarh state and central
government to address the
issue

4 compensation measures
and how to file claims for
the same
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IS HUMAN-WILDLIFE
CONFLICT (HWCQ)?

HWC occurs when “needs and

requirements of wildlife impact

_aa:lﬁﬂa- ﬂﬁél g. negatively on the goals of humans or
T aFﬂ- %? when the goals of humans negatively

impact the needs of the wildlife™".

HW(Cs usually result in the loss of crops,
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livestock, property and loss of human
lives. It also occurs when humans

are understood to have ‘deliberately’
injured, abused or killed wildlife
because of actual or perceived threats

to themselves or their property.

1. faea sam= Eﬁlﬁﬂ, BT DY Q:Rﬂ <RI, W@% Fo 20 : AME — TG ﬁa’ﬁ—é RICEICECIN 3@ fyer 1. World Parks Congress (WPC), WPC Recommendations, Recommendation 20: Preventing and Mitigating
(8-17 fade=, 2003) Human-Wildlife Conflicts (8-17 Sept. 2003)
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3. Madden, F. M. (2008). The growing conflict between humans and wildlife: law and policy as contributing and mitigating
factors. Journal of International Wildlife Law & Policy, 11 (2-3), 189-206. ;0gra, M. V. (2008). Human-wildlife conflict
and gender in protected area borderlands: a case study of costs, perceptions, and vulnerabilities from Uttarakhand
(Uttaranchal), India. Geoforum, 39(3), 1408-1422.

DO HWCs ARISE?

Studies have pointed out that HWC arises due to the loss, degradation and
fragmentation of wildlife habitats.? They also reason out that these conflicts
arise near Protected Areas (National Parks, Wildlife sanctuaries, Conservation
reserves and Community Reserves), as these areas are insufficient for the

needs of the wildlife.3

OF HUMAN WILDLIFE
CONFLICT

As per Comptroller and Auditor General’s
report in 2017, it is estimated that nearly

400 people are killed annually in elephant
conflict related incidences in India and they
cause damages approximately up to 5,00,000
families through crop depredation. The report
also said that, “it is estimated that farmers in
a bid to remove ‘problem’ animals, kill around

100 elephants due to retaliation”.

2. Comptroller and Auditor General Report No 6 of 2017

3. Madden, F. M. (2008). The growing conflict between humans and wildlife: law and policy as contributing and mitigating
factors. Journal of International Wildlife Law & Policy, 11(2-3), 189-206. ;0gra, M. V. (2008). Human-wildlife conflict
and gender in protected area borderlands: a case study of costs, perceptions, and vulnerabilities from Uttarakhand
(Uttaranchal), India. Geoforum, 39(3), 1408-1422.
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ANIMAL DAMAGE WHEN WHERE

Tiger 98 deaths 1 April 2009 - 31 March 2017 India

Elephant 2804 deaths  April 2009 - 31 March 2016  India

Elephant 55 deaths 2013-2015 Chhattisgarh

Tiger 41 deaths 2013-2016 West Bengal
IS DONE

TO TACKLE HWC?

Due to the rising instances of HWC,

the Ministry of Environment Forests
Climate Change (MoEFCC) and various
state governments have come up with
schemes and plans to remedy the
situation. Actions are taken to prevent
HW(C as well as procedures have been
set up to provide compensation for the
losses incurred during a HWC. Following
are a few measures under the law and

taken by various authorities.



NATURE OF ACTION

AUTHORITY/LAW

DETAILS

Advisories

National Wildlife Action Plan
(2017-2031)

Project Tiger, Project Elephant s

Augmentation of Fodder & Water
Scheme in Protected Areas/
Forest Areas

MoEFCC under Wildlife Protection Act,
1972 (WLPA)

MoEFCC under WLPA

MoEFCC

MOoEFCC under Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and
Planning Authority

4 As per information found on the public domain, these institutions have not been formed yet
5 While these projects provide for preventive measures, the efficacy of such projects is not being commented upon in this

legal material.

Provisions under the WLPA have been encouraged to be used by the MoEFCC
through various circulars. For example, in 2015 through an advisory the MoEFCC
asked the states to form a Human Wildlife Conflict Management strategy and
plans for identified conflict zones for quick response action. It lays down certain
basic actions that could be put in these plans. One such action is that local

volunteers should be trained to handle incidences of HWC.

As per this, new institutions would be created for HWC mitigation.*

Few examples:-

e Centre for Excellence for HWC mitigation will be set up at the MoEFCC, which
would coordinate with the various State Forest Departments, local bodies,
scientific institutes and NGOs.

e Conflict Mitigation Squads in selected regions to train and enhance squads
for quick and effective response.

e Primary Response Teams, consisting of local community persons who would be

selected through consultation with local bodies and public representatives.

These projects, includes funding for activities focused on mitigation of HWC. For
example, under Project Elephant, there are provisions for excavation of elephant
proof trench, erection of solar fencing, and maintenance/establishment of rapid
response teams, anti depredation camps.

In Chhattisgarh, Project Tiger includes the Achanakmar Tiger Reserve, Indravati
Tiger Reserve and Udanti-Sitanadi Tiger Reserve. The Badalkhol-Tamorpingla

Elephant Reserve comes under Project Elephant.®

Under this augmentation of fodder and water sources are done for wild
herbivores within the Protected Area/Forests where degraded habitat is known
to be the cause of significant HWC.

6 As per notification issued by Forest Department of Chhattisgarh on 12th June 2015
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HUNTING PERMITTED AS
A MEASURE TO CONTROL AND
MITIGATE HWC?

It can be permitted by the MoEFCC at the Centre or the Chief Wildlife Warden

at the State level. This can be done in the following instances:

* When it is satisfied that an animal specified in Schedule I, is dangerous to

human life or is disabled or diseased beyond recovery [Under Section 11 (1)
(a) of the WLPA]

When it is satisfied that an animal specified in Schedule II-IV of the WLPA
becomes dangerous to human life or property (including standing crops
in any land) [Under Section 11 (1) (b)]. The Schedules in the WLPA lists the

various mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects etc.

WILD ANIMALS BEEN
DECLARED VERMIN?

Section 62 of WLPA empowers the central
government to declare wild animals to be
vermin for specified area and period by
issuing a notification. Declaring an animal
vermin implies that the wild animal can be
hunted. There have been instances where
animals have been declared vermin to

address human wildlife conflicts.
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ANIMAL WHERE

Rhesus Parts of
Macaque Himachal
monkeys Pradesh, not
applicable in
forest areas
Wild Pig Areas where
wild pig is
found in
Uttrakhand
Nilgai and Parts of Bihar
Wild pig

TIMESPAN

For a period of
one year from

24th May 2016

Issued on
3rd February 2016
for a period of one

year

Issued on
1st December, 2015
for a period of one

year

REASON

Damage to life and
property and large-scale

destruction of agriculture

Harm to life and property
including large scale

destruction of agriculture
due to overpopulation of
wild pigs in areas outside

forests

Harm to life and property
including large scale
destruction of agriculture
due to overpopulation of
Nilgai and wild pigs in areas

outside forests
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ANY PERSON BE
APPOINTED AS AN
HONORARY WILDLIFE
WARDEN?

The WLPA provides for the appointment of
Honorary Wildlife Wardens under Section 4

of the Act. Among other duties, Honorary
Wildlife Warden measures to deal with the
problem of damage by wild animals to life and
property, including assessment and payment of

compensation.

These Honorary Wildlife Wardens can be any
person who has a local standing, concern for
wildlife conservation, is not involved in any
activity detrimental to the interests of nature and
wildlife and has the capacity to help in the official

machinery.

The appointment is be made on the
recommendation of the Wildlife Advisory Board,
which is set up by the State governments under
the WLPA.

4
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Due to the rise in human wildlife conflict, the government has come up with

compensation measures to compensate for the damage that is incurred.

WHAT IS THE COMPENSATION AMOUNT
SET BY MoOEFCC?

As per a circular [F.No.14-2/2011 W-I (Pt-I)] issued on February 9th, 2018 by
the MoEFCC, the compensation amounts through central schemes in case of
human wildlife has been increased. Following is the compensation amounts
prescribed as per this circular. These amounts are guidelines to the states to
set similar amounts. The nature of damage caused has not been defined in

this document.

NATURE OF DAMAGE CAUSED AMOUNT

Death or permanent incapacitation to human beings Rs 5 lakh
Grievous injury Rs 2 lakh
Minor injury Cost of treatment upto

Rs. 25,000 per person

Loss of property/crops State/UT governments
may adhere to the cost
norms prescribed them
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A procedure is laid down to access compensation in case of human
wildlife conflict in Chhattisgarh, through various government orders.
Wildlife in this case means any animal specified in Schedule | to IV of
the WLPA. This includes, but is not limited to Lions, Tigers, Leopard,
Elephant, Crocodile, Sloth Bear, Indian Wolf, Wild Boar, Gaur and Wild
Dogs.

The MoEFCC has the power to determine, alter or transfer Schedules.
In Chhattisgarh, in case of wild elephants, Nilgai, wild boar and
jackals causing damage to crops or property, there is provision for

compensation to the damage so caused.

AUTHORITY

SHOULD BE APPROACHED?

The Forest Range Officer should be informed. On receiving
information about the damage, the Forest Range Officer registers
the complaint in the form annexed to this notification :-http://www.

cgforest.com/WildLife//media/scanvanapradh29-05-2015.pdf
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ANY EVIDENCE BE ATTACHED?

Not as per the information available. However it is preferable that the following
is attached as is indicated in other states. This can strengthen the claim.
. For Death or injury of humans- Medical certificate, photograph of the
affected person, police enquiry report (in case of death)
e For crop damage-Photograph of damaged land,
. For Cattle injury/death- Post mortem report certifying that the
domestic animal has died due to wild animal attack, photograph of
the domestic animal at the place of incidence

. For property-Photograph of damaged property

&

ARE DAMAGES ASSESSED?

The Forest Range Officer informs the District Collector. The District Collector
informs the Sub-Divisional Magistrate and Tahasildar (Executive Magistrate),

who then informs the concerned Patwari (Land Record Officer).

The damages are jointly assessed by the Village Forest Committee/Forest
Protection Committee Village, Patwari (Land Record Officer), Sarpanch,
Range Assistant/Forest Guard and head of the Village Forest Committee/
Forest Protection Committee. The presence of Patwari, Sarpanch and Range

Assistant are compulsory.

To assess the damage to crops, house and property, rates mentioned in the

revenue records (as amended) will be utilised.
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DISBURSES THE
COMPENSATION AMOUNT?

After the committee assesses the damage, the
Range Assistant deposits the case documents
with the Range Officer. The Range Officer,
through the Deputy Conservator of Forests,
will send the case to Conservator of Forests for
acceptance of the claim. After that, the Range

officer will disburse the amount.

As per an Administrative order dated 24.4.2015
(under the Public Services Guarantee Act,
Section 6, Chapter 4), after the bill has

passed from the treasury, the amount of
compensation has to be disbursed within 10
days in cases of death or injury and 15 days in

cases of damage to crops, property and cattle.

8
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AT 29 NATURE OF DAMAGE AMOUNT OF
CAUSED BY WILD ANIMAL COMPENSATION
7Y %. 4 A9 Death Rs. 4 lakh
TR 31eTHdT % 2Nd Permanent incapacitation Rs. 2 lakh
el %. 59,100/- Injury Rs. 59,100/-
qTeTd, t{'glgﬁ Gl RCaIE 5. 30,000/- bamagé to domesti; anrirrnals” - | Rs. 30,000/
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THERE ANY MECHANISM
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ﬁ:ﬂ'ﬁ' % %Q Elﬁé EI'@?JT Not as per the available information.
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