The Indian Express
Removal of extra import duty on US apples: how it can impact Indian growers
Jul 1, 2023 | Delhi | Pg No.: 17 | Middle Left | Harish Damodaran. | Sq Cm: 265 | AVE: 413996 | PR Value: 2069980

India Medio Monitor

Pg. No.: 1 of 1

Removal of extraimport duty on US apples: how it canimpact Indian growers

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 30

June 15,2019 that has been removed.
Second, the retaliatory tariff on US ap-

ples has not stopped the growth in India’s

overallimports of the fruit. One the contrary,
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China was a major exporter to India till
2017-18, even overtaking the USin the pre-
vious year. In June 2017, Chinese apple and
pear imports were suspended after mealy

fruit in 2021-22; imports, were only 4-4.5
It. If US apples are going to simply replace
apples from Turkey or Italy, it will not result
inany significant rise in total imports.

THE GOVERNMENT has removed a20%re-  total imports have steadily risen from 1.75 8 40 20174 208513 1777.09 J 2400 bug pests were detected in shipments. The What could have a greater impact is the
taliatory duty onappleimportsfromthe US  lakh tonnes(It)in 2013-14 (April-March) to E 176,03 1. : : @ beneficiary was the US, which registereda  timingof the decision to scrap the additional
as partofadeal torestore USmarketaccess ~ 2.831tin2018-19, and further to4.59 It and = 30 3 1800 g jump in exports until 2018-19. duty. Apple harvesting in Jammu and
for Indian steel and aluminium products. ~ 3.74Itin the last two financial years. ] 4 14 Post iatory duty, i Kashmirand Himachal Pradesh will coincide
‘What can be the impact, including on do- Third, US apple imports — mostly from i 20 1200 £ ples lost market share to fruit from Turkey  with that in the US, which could have some
‘mestic apple growers? Washington state — peaked at 1.28 It in £ == : =] and Iran. These two countries h d  impacton pric i -ahead of the mar-
2018-19, the year before the additional duty § 10 A 600 £ as the top suppliers to India over the last ~ keting season. The government has, how-

will Ket? cameintoforce.Regainingthoselevelsmay | & o o three years, ahead of other ished ex-  ever,imposed aminimum price of Rs 50 per
Probably not, for three reasons. notbe easy, especially after having plunged 0.0 fad &) 0 porterssuchas Chile, Italy,and NewZealand. kg (cost plus insurance plus ocean freight),

First, US apples will continue to attract
the 50% import duty that is applicable on
allapple imports — it is only the additional
20% duty on American apples imposed on

toalow of 4,486 tonnes in 2022-23.

How did India’s apple imports continue
to grow even after 2018-19?
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Can more US imports hurt Indian
farmers?
India grew an estimated 24.37 It of the

below which no imports would be allowed.
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