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Indo-Pakistan standstill agreement on Indus
A temporary water sharing solution was reached between the Chief Engineers of East and West Punjab
on Indus water sharing. This was to maintain pre-partition allocation on the supply from Upper Bari

Doab Canal (UBDC) at Ferozepur Headworks, Ferozepur.

Discussions between India &
Bangladesh after Bangladesh’s
opposition to the Tipaimukh
Project

to explore the possibilities of common basin management of

common rivers for mutual benefit.

1948 :
Conflict between India and Pakistan :
once the standstill agreement expired :
: India and Pakistan accepted World Bank support
: for negotiating the Indus Water Treaty
1951 :
: Indo-Nepal Kosi Agreement
Construction of Bhimnagar Barrage
. India decided to have a barrage built at Bhimnagar and signed a
E treaty with Nepal on April 25,1954 even before investigations were
1 9 5 4 N completed, mainly due to the 1954 floods.
: Gandak Agreement
. After the preliminary agreement came into effect, it was
1 9 5 7 E formalised as the Gandak Irrigation and Power Project in1959.
: Indus Water Treaty
. The Indus Water Treaty was signed after negotiations at World Bank. The
E Permanent Indus Commission was established to address water sharing
N between India (upper riparian) and Pakistan (lower riparian).
Nepal moots the Karnali Project 1960 1960 :
1961
The start of Indo-Bhutan
hydropower cooperation
The project is situated on the Jaldhaka river (a tributary
of Brahmaputra) in West Bengal and a major share of
1 9 6 4 the power produced is exported to Bhutan
Amendment to the India financially assists Nepal in the
Kosi Agreement execution of the Chatra Canals Project
King Mahendra’s speech led to bilateral meetings between 1 9 6 6
India and Nepal and the amendment of the Kosi Agreement
Amendment to the Gandak Agreement
Indo- Bangladesh Tready of Friendship,
Cooperation and Peace
* FO rm atl on Of the Cooperation forjoint studies and action for flood control,
1 9 7 1 independent nation river basin development, hydropower, and irrigation.
of Bangladesh o
Indo-BangladeshJoint River
1972 Commission
Indo-Bangladesh provisional agreement
Indo-Bangladesh Conflict over sharing of for transboudary water sharing &
the Ganga waters during lean season 1975 1975 construction of the Farakka Barrage
Indo-Bangladesh Interim
1977 Agreement on the Ganges
1978 :
Indo-Nepal Agreement on Chandra :
Canal and the Western Kosi Canal :
For the maintenance and extension of the Chandra Canal System and the .
India completes atechnical study construction of a pump canal in the Western Kosi Canal for irrigation. §
called the Tanakpur Project .
Nepal raised concerns that the Tanakpur Project E
would have negative effects on the Mahakali N
irrigation project especially during the dry season. 1 9 8 3 1 9 8 3 .
: : Indo-Bangladesh MoU
E E After the expiry of the 1977 Agreementin 1982, on 7 October 1982,
: . Bangladesh and India signed a Memorandum of Understanding
: E (MoU) for sharing the dry season Ganges flow at Farakka.
India agrees to redesign : Construction halted at the Indo-Bhutan Agreen.1ent on the :
the Tanakpur Project : Tulbul Navigation Project 1987 1987 Chukha Hydroelectric Project :
. For contruction on the Wangchu river (joining Brahmaputra). ¢
: 1988 1988 : MoU between India and Bangladesh renewed
India’s construction of the Tanakpur
Barrage finishes amid bilateral tensions
Tanakpur Project Renegotiated
Nepal’s share of free hydropower was increased from 10 to 20
million units.
Mahakali Agreement
Signed between India and Nepal for the integrated development of the
Mahakali River including Sarada Barrage, Tanakpur Barrage, and
1 9 9 6 Pancheshwar Project.
Indo-Bhutan Agreement of
Baglihar Hydroelectric the Tala Hydroelectric Project Ganges Water Treaty
Power Project Dispute The Treaty was signed for sharing of waters of the Ganges during lean
Pakistan objected to project citing dam design, season and monitoring of flows. This agreement between India and
which it claimed was reducing the flow of the river. 1 9 9 9 Bangladesh has a validity of 30 years.
Indo-China MoU
on Brahmaputra Flood Management
2 O O 2 Signed for sharing information regarding
flood management.
Indo-China MoU
on Sutlej Flood Management
Under this MoU, the Chinese authorities provide
. i i hydrological information of Tsada station located
Pakistan objects to the Kishenganga 2005 on River Sutlej/Langgen Zangbo.
Hydroelectric Power plant (KHEP).
Pakistan argued it would reduce downstream water flow 2 O O 6
impacting irrigation and power generation at the Neelum- 2 O O 7 Indo—Bhutan Agree ment on
Jhelum Hydroelectric Project (NJHEP) in Pakistan. o
: Hydroelectric Power (HEP)
s Outlined framework for cooperation in the field of hydropower.
i i . : Resolution of the Baglihar
China annouces a series of c.iams Pakistan takes KHEP : . g . .
along the upper and middle to the Hague : 2010 Hydroelectric Power Project Dispute
reaches of the Brahmaputra : 2010
Dagu Dam (640 MW), the Zangmu Dam (510 MW), :
the Jiacha Dam (320 MW), and another at Jiexu. ; 2 01 1 2 O 1 1
: Indo-Bangladesh Framework Agreement
The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) : on Cooperation for Development
issues a partial ruling in India’s favour § 2 O 1 3 As per Article 2 of the Framework Agreement, both countries agreed

World Bank intervention in the
KHEP and Ratle HE Project

Pakistan unilaterally approached the World Bank to establish a
Court of Arbitration (CoA) to resolve pending issues. However, India
preferred a Neutral Expert and boycotted proceedings at the CoA.
The World Bank initiated both processes simultaneously: the
appointment of a Neutral Expert and the constitution of the CoA.

India Requests Modification of the IWT
India sent a letter to Pakistan, (the fourth since 2023)
asking to renegotiate the Treaty. India’s notification
highlighted changes in circumstances (including

changes in population levels, environmental issues etc.),
needing a reassessment of the Treaty’s obligations.

IWT held in abeyance by India in the
wake of the Pahalgam Attack

2016

2020

China annouces plans to construct
adam on Yarlung Tsangpo

The project is located close to the Arunachal Pradesh border
(upstream) which triggered a strong opposition on the Indian
side. In retaliation, China withdrew from hydrological data
sharing with India during the Doklam standoff in 2020.

2024

2025

Chinese Premier annouces the formation
of China Yajiang Group Co. Ltd.

The entity will build and operate the mega hydropower project.
The project will have five cascade hydropower stations spread
across a 50 km stretch of the river that drops 2,000 metres.

2025

Cooperative Arrangements

- Contestation or Conflict

Ab Conflict/Cooperation on the Brahmaputra

Ab Conflict/Cooperation on the Indus

Ab Conflict/Cooperation on the Ganges

This is the first in a series examining the evolution of transhoundary water relations between India and its neighbouring countries. The first part traces key

developments in the Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Indus basins since India’s independence in 1947. It sets the context for a detailed, basin-specific analysis of

the developments and institutional mechanisms in the three aforementioned key basins that have shaped India’s transboundary relations in South Asia.

For any questions or feedback, please reach out to us at treads@cprindia.org.
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